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impaired. But everyone was expecting inspired per-
sonal leadership and the dawning of a new era, The
public was also tired of the old gang of politicians. So
the disillusion was great when Zhivkovitch's Cabinet
was announced. Uzunovitch, Marinkovitch, Koro-
shets, the professional politicians, had returned. The
only difference was that this Cabinet was responsible to
the King alone and was to be allowed to govern without
the check of parliamentary criticism.

The ministers were even more subservient. They
had to do what they were told. The King and General
Zhivkovitch sat in conclave. They ran the country
without being capable of doing so to the advantage of
the country. The supporting ministers drew their
salaries, appointed their relatives and friends to posts,
accepted the usual presents from contractors and manu-
facturers and could not be brought to book because
there was no Parliament and because criticism in the
Press was forbidden. Those who defend the King's
action in this conjuncture say he had no other course
open to him. He had to use the men he knew. After
the assassinations in Parliament in 1928 and the subse-
quent deadlock it was manifest that the constitution
would not work. The King was a realist in politics.
If one system failed he must try another.

Zhivkovitch's outlook seemed refreshingly simple
and hopeful. The country was tired of the political
wrangle, shocked by the murders, distrustful of party
politics but endlessly devoted to the sovereign. It
desired peace and unity more than anything else. The
King must first make unity and then free institutions
could gradually be restored. Unity must be imposed
from the throne. So unification became the main
plank of Alexander's domestic policy. It is clear that
the King was very trustful with Zhivkovitch and that
the two soldiers together were more naive than they
were apart. "They wept like anything to see such
quantities of sand.'5 Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Bosnians,